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The Senior Project is a graduation requirement for all seniors in Medford School District
549C, Medford, Oregon.

This manual is a written guide for student success. It provides the expectations and timelines for the
various components of the Senior Project,

The Senior Project is an integral part of the senior year. The Senior Project has four major components:
the project, the rescarch paper, the portfolio, and the presentation. The Scnior Project also has several
minor components that are building blocks for the final portfolio and presentation.

Each senior must complete a project, write a research paper, and deliver a formal oral presentation to a
board of judges who include Medford School District staff and community members.

© 2011 by Medford School District 549C

All rights reserved. The Medford School District Senior Project 2011-2012 has evolved from work done
in collaboration with Far West EDGE, Inc. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any
information storage or retrieval system without permission in writing from Medford School District
549C. The components of this manual that are the intellectual property of Far West EDGE, Inc., are so
designated. Use of those copyrighted components requires written permission from Far West EDGE,
Inc.
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The Senior Project

State of Oregon graduation requirements for 2011-2012 include proof of learning and planning for your
next step in life. Successful completion of your senjor project will satisfy that requirement. [t is
comprised of four major components: the Project, the Paper, the Presentation, and the Portfolio.

PAPER:
® The paper is a six-to-ten page research paper - with research-based thesis, claim, evidence, and
commentary.

* Evidence is cited in accordance with MLA documentation and includes a works cited page.

PROJECT:

* Requires 20-35 hours of hands-on learning experience (see scoring guide).

*  You will need a mentor — an adult over 21 years old who s not a member of your immediate
family.

* Project must relate to your future and involve some community service or extended academic —
learning expericnce.

* Youwill keepa project log: a reflection on what you are learning and doing,

* You will use a mentor check form — your mentor will si gn regularly to certify your work and
time.

PRESENTATION:

* Thisis an eight-to-ten minute presentation of your paper and project to a panel of judges.
® Includes a visual that may be a poster, Power Point, overheads, live performance, product, or a
combination of any of these.

PORTFOLIO:
* A collection of documents that Serves as your proof of meeting the state graduation requirements.

If you have any questions, please contact your senior English teacher and/or other approved content area
teacher.

Sincerely,

The Medford School District

Medford School District 549C Senior Project 2011-2012 ©2011
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Logos Public Charter School Senior Project 2011 — 12 Timeline

Work Period Assignment Due Date Student | Parent ES
Completed | Initials | Initials | Initials
LP1 CIS Portfolio
LP2 Senior Research Paper

(choice — persuasive research paper or
career exploration paper (RECOMMENDED)
o Sign Plagarism Statement, pg 11A

Due Dates Senior Project

Week of Sep 25 | ¢ ES introduces Senior Project

o Student and parent reads Senior Project
Student/Parent Handbook

e Brainstorm research topics, possible projects
and mentors.

Write Letter of Intent — see sample on pg. 12.

Sign Parent Permission form, pg. 3

Sign Consequences for Missed Deadlines

Complete Project Proposal form, pg. Bl

Week of Oct 24 | Explain Senior Project to mentor. Give Mentor
Letter, pg 7, Mentor Check Sheet & Mentor’s
Final Project Verification (pgs. B3 —5) to
mentor.

Signed Mentor Consent form, pg. 8

With ES - Review Project Log Guide &
Format/Content, pg. 9, 10; review Project
| Rubric, B7

Wrap-up and Presentation

Week of Jan 9 | With ES - Review Poster, Portfolio, Reflection
Essay, Presentation, pgs. 18 — 26; review
Presentation Rubric, B8

Complete Portfolio in a three-ring binder:

e Cover page

Week of Apr2 | e Letter of Intent

¢ Research Paper (from LP2)

Allitems must be | o Research Paper Rubric completed by Lead
completed Instructor

e Project Rubric completed by ES

e Project Log, typed in correct format

» Reflection Essay

e CIS report (from LPI)

e Mentor Check Sheet, pg. B4

e Mentor’s Final Project Verification, pg. BS

Poster

Week of Apr 23 | Presentation outline, notes
Completed audio-visual for presentation

Week of Apr 30 | Practice presentation with ES

Monday, May 7 | Presentation given to HS students/families.

Monday, May 14 | Senior Boards — presentation given before panel
of LPCS staff and community members.
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Parent Permission

Student’s name

I'have carefully read through the Senior Project Student/Parent Handbook and understand the
requirements of all phases of the Senior Project. T acknowledge and give permission for my
son/daughter to do the following as his/her Senior Project:

My son/daughter will do the following as his/her project:

and will write a research paper on the following topic:

Parent or guardian’s name (please print)

Parent or guardian’s signature

Date

| Medford School District 549C Senior: Project {1l

‘—'———*—__ = S e A e - ——————————
Medford School District 549C Senior Project 2011-2012 ©2011
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Medford Schools 549C

Please retain the top portion of this document for reference

Consequences for Missed Deadlines During the Senior Project

The following document outlines the consequences for missing deadlines required for graduation (both in the
Senior Project manual and by the individual teacher) during the course of the Senior Project.

Research Paper Sg;ﬁ;zi ;’nay be assigned to extra classes or class time until work is
Missed " R .
Deadlines: Attendance is mandatory during individual conferencing.
ADDITIONAL
Missed Until work is complete, student will be assigned to extra class time,
Deadlines which may include before school, lunch, or after school.
Letters will be sent to student, parents, and counselors indicating
OR graduation is in jeopardy.
Student must attend all classes and extra assigned hours, including
ANY WORK . . .
MISSING senior board days, until graduation.
AFTER
April 19/20, 2012
i

Please cut along the dotted line and return the lower half to the classroom teacher.

* In signing this document, both the student and the parents/guardians understand the
courses of action that will occur for each missed deadline as outlined above. Missed
deadlines jeopardize graduation.

* In addition, because the Senior Project is a part of the Senior English curriculum, the
student, by missing deadlines, is also in danger of losing credit for the Senior English class.

Student Signature: Date:

Parent Signature: Date:

This document must be signed by all seniors and their parents and returned to the senior English
teacher and/or other approved content area teacher BEFORE the senior may begin the project.

Medford School District 549C Senior Project 2011-2012 ©2011
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The project is the first phase of the Senior
Project. It allows the student to develop a
product that reveals learning and
exploration of a chosen career that will be
demonstrated during their final board
presentation. The project and its product
must be related to their research. The
product may be an object or physical
creation, e.g. a piece of furniture, a
portfolio of art work, a replica; a
performance or event, e.g. a produced play,
creation of an event, such as a fundraiser or
after-school program; or thorough
documentation of volunteer or learning
hours, e.g. photographs, charts, scrapbooks,
videos, and certifications. Whatever type
of product is selected, it must clearly reflect
the experience and learning of the entire
project.

The project is conducted cutside of school
and outside of school hours, and students
must enlist the aid of a mentor to guide and
help them. The primary mentor must not be
a member of the student’s immediate
family. In addition, the mentor must be an
adult, at least 21 years old, who has
expertise in the field and observes and
signs off on the project in all phases of its
development.

Written forms and physical documentation
will be needed to verify the project. The
written documents include the project
proposal, the mentor agreement, consent
form, a mentor mid-point check, the
mentor’s final verification, and the project
log.

PROJECT VERIFICATION

Senior English teachers coordinate several
steps in verifying the project completion
and assessing its quality.

All students are expected to keep a

project log. You should have a log entry
for each occasion you work on the
project. Each entry of this log should begin
with the date and end with the actual time
(hours, minutes) spent on the projecton
that occasion. In addition, students should
keep a running total of time spent. Your
project requires between 20-35 hours of
hands-on learning experiences. As well as
describing what you did, the log must
reflect your successes, failures, and growth.
In other words, the log should be a record
not just of time spent and work done, but of
emotions, and reactions as well. A log entry
could cover as little as a phone call to
arrange an interview or as much as a day
spent volunteering for a benevolent cause.

While your working log may be keptin a
small notebook, the final copy needs to be
on standard-sized paper and formatted
according to the sample provided in this
handbook. The log is crucial when teachers
evaluate the finished project, and the final
copy will appear in the presentation
portfolio.

Medford School District 549C Senior Project 2011-2012 ©2011
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Sample Paper Topics and Projects
Career or Field of Interest Project Possibilities Paper Topic Possibilities
Veterinarian/Animals * Intern in vets office * Solutions to ease animal
* Work with Humane Society cruelty in the food industry
* Work with C.A.T.S and/or science
* Puton a fund raiser for the | = Solutions to problems of
above animal ownership
* Ethical dilemmas of pet
ownership, such as health
care costs or spaying and
neutering
Firefighter * Train and intemn with fire * Challenges caused by more
department homes built in forests
= Help BLM or Forest = Efforts to get more women
Service with fuel reduction firefighters
* Organize fund raiser for * Preventing fire fatalities
volunteer fire department
Musician/performer * Organize and performina | = Censorship of art
school production = Importance of music/art in
* Learn a new instrument and schools .
play it publicly * Public support of art/music
* Organize entertainment for
retirement homes or
veterans
Physical Therapist or Coach | " [ntern in physical therapist | = Preventing injuries in youth
office sports
* Train for and compete in * Drugs in sports
new event or sport * Value of sports and
* Coach “Y” team or other sportsmanship in schools
youth league
Fashion designer * Design and sew prom dress | * Effect of fashion trends on
* Organize a fashion show youth
* Functionality in fashion
design
Military * Go through military training | * The role of the military
program today
" Organize support for troops | Military recruitment on
(letters, packages) high school and college
®* Assist at Veteran’s Affairs campuses
Dom. * Need for support for
veterans

Medford School District 549C Senior Project 2011-2012 ©2011
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Mentor Letter

Dear Mentor:

Thank you for expressing an interest in aiding a senior in the culminating experience of the Medford School District
Senior Project. The senior English teachers coordinate this project at the high schools. For the senior project, all senior
students will write a research paper on an approved, self-selected topic; complete a hands-on or service-oriented project
related to the research paper topic; compile a portfolio of coursework; and present findings to a board in a formal oral
presentation at the end of May.

If you feel comfortable mentoring a student, please complete the attached Mentor Consent Form and send it back with
your advisee. You may keep this letter for reference.

How might a mentor help a student with the senior project portion of this process?

All students need to complete 20-35 hours of documented work. Project work, as well as a thorough project log, must
be completed and submitted on April 2/3 (depending on which day the student has English class).

The teachers at the high schools request that each mentor/student team meet at least 3 times during the project phase of
the Senior Project Experience. These meetings should be scheduled for the mentor’s convenience. Recommended
activities for the monthly meetings:

Help the student pace him/herself to meet the deadline with ease

Set upcoming goals

Troubleshoot potential difficulties

Discuss the student’s accomplishments, discoveries, frustrations, questions, obstacles, etc.

Review materials or artifacts the student gathered

Suggest additional resources or contact

Assist student in practicing their presentation spcech

Read the student’s project log

C O OO0 OO

Project work must be verified by the consenting adult mentor (there may, in some cases, be more than one mentor per
project). Students must record the progress of their projects in their logs. Mentors provide verification of progress and
project completion on the Mentor Check sheet and Final Verification Form. Students are aware that video footage,
letter from supervisors, slides, photographs and certificates of course completion may all count as additional forms of
verification.

How might a mentor help a student with his’her formal, oral presentation?

Students will present what they learned through the research paper and the project work to their classmates and teacher
in class. This presentation is required practice for the board. Reviewing the content of the student’s speech prior to this
presentation may be helpful for the student. Mentors must sign the Mentor Consent Form (to approve cooperation on
the project), Mentor Check Sheet (to verify monthly meetings and project progress), and the Mentor Final Verification
Form (to verify project completion).

Mentors are welcome to attend their student’s board presentation.

Please contact your advisee’s English teacher at the Medford School District if you have any questions or concerns.

Logos Public Charter School
, Educational Specialist
Phone: Email: @logoscharter.com

Valerie Barr, Director of Student Services
Phone: 541-842-1926 Email: v.barr@logoscharter.com

Medford School District 549C Senior Project 2011-2012 ©2011



Mentor Consent Form

['have read the expectations for the Senior Project mentors, and T am willing to aid

in the completion of his/her senior project. I will meet with this
student a minimum of three times during the course of his/her senior project to advise and monitor
progress. We will have our first meeting before he/she begins the hands-on or service related project to set
a reasonable time schedule so that the project will be completed on time. I will document student progress
by signing Mentor Check Sheet each month, read student’s Project Log and complete Mentor Verification
Form when project is finished. I also understand that immediate family members may NOT act as a
primary mentor.

I may be contacted at the following address and phone number:

Mentor’s name (please print):

Mentor’s professional position:

Mentor’s email:

Address:

Phone:
Work Home

Mentor’s signature:

Date and time of 1¥ meeting;

Goals to be reached by student prior to that meeting:

a.

b.

Medford School District 549C Senior Project 2011-2012 ©




Project Log Guide

Students: Maintain a neat, thorough, and well-organized record of your progress on your Senior
Project. The final copy of your log must be typed, properly formatted and submitted with
your senior project on . The log is
part of your final presentation portfolio.

Keep in mind that you should PACE yourself. It is helpful to take a look at a calendar with
your mentor before you begin work. Please take into account common obstacles to the
project: costs, weather, and other commitments such as school, extra-curricular activities, work
and family. The project work should not take place during the regularly scheduled school
day.

You should review your project log with your mentor each time you meet. Your Project
Advisory teacher may set periodic log checks.

Include the following information to track your progress. Answer only those questions
that apply.

l. Describe what progress Yyou made on your project this weck. Please explain with specifics.
(What did you do? Where did you go? Who did you speak with? What did you sce?)

2. Did you meet the goals set with your mentor last time? Please review and explain the

details.

What obstacles are you facing?

What within your project work has emerged as especially interesting? Explain.

What kinds of “risks” did you take? In other words, how did you stretch yourself by

experiencing something new and different?

6. How much time did you spend working on the project this time?

Based on your responses to the above questions, how would you rate or grade your effort

and progress this past week?

8. What are your next goals?

9. What education and skills are necessary to attain a job in this field? What is the job
availability, recompense, and any geographic considerations? Speak with or research an
exemplary practitioner. Gather background information about how they chose this career
path and any recommendation they may have for a young person aspiring to enter this field.

10. Establish a preliminary calendar and, even though revision may be necessary, continue to
set and achieve interim goals.

11. Discuss research you have conducted for your research.

12. Establish a work-group in which you discuss your progress, talk through problems, develop
solutions, and adapt your project to benefit the growth and experience of others.

N

~

Medford School District 549C Senior Project 2011-2012
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Sample Project Log: Format and Content

Student’s Name
Senior Project Log 2011

Project: (Brief summary/description)
Total Number of Hours: (a running total)

March 23"~ I’ve decided that [ want to explore early childhood education, so I contacted
Headstart to see if I could find a project mentor. They gave me three names of teachers who
have either associate degrees or bachelor degrees in early childhood education. After talking
with all three of the teachers, I chose Aurora Phillips to be my mentor. Today, I spoke with
Aurora, who is the head of the early learning program at Headstart. She agreed to meet with
me on Wednesday to talk about my shadowing experience and to begin talking about how
and when I will begin using reinforcement techniques to promote certain types of behavior
and extinction of others.

It’s exciting to think about experimenting with these preschoolers. Right now it is hard to
imagine that conditioning will actually alter their behaviors. The first thing I will be doing is
shadowing Aurora partially to see what types of techniques she uses (knowingly or
unknowingly) and also to begin to identify behaviors that are manageable and that are
specific enough to focus on. (20 minutes)

March 25™" Attending the 2-hour morning program at Headstart was an eye opener. The
main thing I noticed was that reinforcement is heavily used already. The most common
reinforcers with these young children are praise and attention. Also withholding those
reinforcers is a way to try to extinguish behaviors! Some of those kids though are absolutely
out of control. I’'m thinking that a real challenge will be to select only three children to work
with. On my next visit I will try to pick three kids with very different behavior patterns.
This way I can plan on seeing if certain types of kids respond more rapidly to reinforcement
techniques. 1 bet that kids with a short attention span will be the toughest to “train” since
they will have a hard time sticking with even a short activity to get the connection with the
reinforcement. I’m going to have to think of some very short bits to use with these kids. It’s
almost totally manipulation. I wonder if this is ethical (not that I’'m doing anything wrong)?
Oh well, maybe they’Il make some positive gains from my efforts. I suppose that’s what my
mom and teachers did to me! (2 hours 30 minutes)

Medford School District 549C Senior Project 2011-2012 © 2011
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Overview of the Research Paper

Each student will select one of the following research paper options:

1. A 6-10 page, persuasive research paper
2. A 6-10 page, expository career exploration paper

The student’s English teacher will guide the research process. Each teacher will establish
various deadlines that may include note checks, outline development, and paper progress-
checks.

their papers.

Option 2 involves standard research techniques; however it is based on student exploration
of three career choices as well as containing personal exploration, field surveys and
reflection pieces.

In addition, the paper must follow the Medford School District's Student Research Paper
Manual. Paper options should also use at least seven credible (authoritative) sources. The
Student Research Paper Manual is based on the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research

Papers which serves as the definitive word on rules regarding form, grammar, and syntax.

Teachers may hold conferences with each student to advise on correctness of form and depth
of content.

Readers, employed after a testing and evaluation process, will be used to assess the final
papers. However, after careful review it is the teacher who assigns the grade. Students who
fail to write a Ppassing paper will be allowed to rewrite within a reasonable timeframe.

Medford School District $49¢ Senior Project 2011-2012 © 2011
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Plagiarism Statement

As a student of Medford School District 549C, I understand the concept of plagiarism and
the laws pertaining to it.  am also aware of the repercussions of plagiarism which
include receiving a failing grade and an automatic withdrawal from the class. My work
will be cited or credited to avoid plagiarizing another person’s writings or ideas. ] also
understand that downloading documents (such as research papers) from the Internet or

other electronic sources and submitting them under my name constitutes plagiarism.

Student name (please print)

Student signature

Date Teacher

Plagiarism Statement

As a student of Medford School District 549C, I understand the concept of plagiarism and
the laws pertaining to it. I am also aware of the repercussions of plagiarism which
include receiving a failing grade and an automatic withdrawal from the class. My work
will be cited or credited to avoid plagiarizing another person’s writings or ideas. also
understand that downloading documents (such as research papers) from the Internet or

other electronic sources and submitting them under my name constitutes plagiarism.

Student name (please print)

Student signature

Date Teacher
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